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THE INFINITE WORTH OF THE SOUL. 


PsauM xlix. 8. The redemption of their soul is precious, and it ceaseth 
Sorever. : 


TueEse words suggest a topic of thought, demanding the most serious 
consideration. They involve two propositions, 1. the soul of év- 
ery individual is of infinite value; “ redemption of their soul is pre- 
cious.” —2. That there is a period, beyond which, there is no hope’ of its 
salvation ; “ Jt ceaseth forever.” 

I. THE SOUL OF EVERY INDIVIDUAL 18 OF INFINITE VALUE. “The 
redemption of their soul is precious.” ‘This is the frst truth presented 
to our attention. Now in estimating the force, or ascertaining the truth 
of any assertion, we are accustomed to examixe the evidence by which 
itis supported. ‘This is the case, in courts of justice, for example, where 
the testimony of witnesses is taken, as tothe point in question. The 
question before us is, “what is the valve of the:soul?” We assert that 
its value is inFintTe. Do you ask for the evidence? To prove’it, we 
shall summon witnesses FRoM THR¥E WORLDS. Their testimony shall be 
given, at the bar of common sense. “ Judge ye,” as to its weight. And, 

1. The first witness to the value of the soul whose testimony shall be 
presented, is the infinite ana ever-blessed Giod. He tells you that the soul 
is immortal ; that it is not only capable of, but destined to, endless expan- 
sion and growth ; and that through the ages of eternity, it shall forever be 
rising higher and higher amid the glories of heaven, or sinking deeper 
py he. in the unspeakable bereavements and woes of hell. In the 
strong language of interrogation, he asks, “what shall it profit a man, if 
he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul; or what shall a 
man ‘give in exchange for his soul?” And again, he tells you, that the 
“redemption of the soul is precious.” Such are one or two of God’s 
many assertions, as to the value of the soul of man. But it is a common 
maxim, that actions speak louder than words. What then is the testi- 
mony of Jehovah’s conduct? What his ical estimate of its worth ? 
What has he done for its salvation ? D THE F'aTHER, to redeem it, 
devised a scheme of salvation, and for its execution, he freely gave his 
well-beloved son—a gift, in comparison with which, the treasures of a 
—— ay * ene trifles. JEsus, to save it, took upon his own soul 
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the sins of a world. Follow him in his career of grace, from a throne in 
the heavens to a manger on €arth—from en manger to es ee 
Bethlehem to vary fran \ t ve rom ve 
back aghi its native $ eat aay in vety top of 4 progress, co 
ery act of his mediatorial existence} you may see his estimate of that for 
which he bled and died. The Hoty Sprrit too, by his efforts to con- 
vert and sanctify the soul of mam, testifies most unequivocally to his sense 
of its unspeakable value. No other object—no other being in the uni- 
verse, has ever excited half the interest in Jehovah’s bosom, or called 
forth half the effort'in its belialf} that the soul of'man has. When angels 
fell, no redeeming system was arranged for their recovery—no voice of 
mercy breciaimed peace in hell, and will to devils—they were left 
in everlasting chains, and under everlasting darkness! But) when man 
became the victim of hellish temptation, and the devotee of sin, the re- 
sources of infinite benevolence were put in requisition to restore his soul 
to God’s favour, to holiness, to happiness, toheaven. __ 

2. The second class of witnesses, whose testimony, shall be presented, 
ake Of a very differenit'chatacter—I ‘refer 2d devils. Could we summon 
some one of those dark spirits, “scarred with the marks of omnipotent 

nee,” to,come, up, from: yonder. world. of wo, and here to tell, in 
ible accents, the condition, of those whose endless habitation jis fixed 


amid the lamentations, andthe anguish, and the hopeless despair of hell, 
then. you. would, indeed have fearful evidence, both in his:testimony, and 
in his own hell-worn aspect, of the value of the soul, one of the alterna- 
tives of whose existence it is, to be forever the companion of such a spirit, 


and, the, inbabitant of such an abode | But. in vain do we call to the cav- 
erns of despair to yield up one of their wretched inmates.. The gates. of 
hell, like the portals berween time and eternity,open in only our direc- 
tion, and the keys are in 4s hand “ who openeth, and no man shutteth, 
and who shutteth, and no men openeth.” How then shall we. learn the 
opinion of its inhabitants, as w the point before us? Much of it may 
be from the pages of inspiration. There you may find the most 
abundant evidence of the value .ot the soul, as estimated by devils. It 
is written indeed, not in acts of friendship, but in the equally legible char- 
acters of bitter enmity, and fiendish oppcxition. Through their efforts 
man was first seduced from his primitive holiness, and brought into a state 
of sin and wretchedness., And every hour of our lives, they are going 
about seeking whom they may destroy ; striving by all the arts of temp- 
tation, and by all. the force of open opposition, to circumvent our souls— 
to delude' us to our ruin--tomake us their drudges here, that we may be 
the victims of their cruelty and scorn hereafter. On earth, they are ever 
active to destroy us; and, as the unconverted soul is borne by death to 
its eternal. prison-house, in the strong language of the prophet, “all hell 
is moved to meet it.at its coming,” and to exult over its remediless ruin ! 
Could.you wish for more conelusive évidence of the opinion entertained 
by devils of the value of the soul? But, \ 

3. Let'us summon a third class of witnesses—let us attend to the tes- 
timony of angels, as to the importance of the soul. They, as we well 
kriow, are ministering ‘spirits to the children of men ; and is the soul of 
trifling value, if they can condescend to be its'servants? Often, under a 
former dispensation, did they come im visible form to earth, to do good to 
man, and to instruct him verbally in the secrets of the skies. And now, 
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if the veil which hides the spiritual world, were removed from, before aH 
eyes, we might see them all around yh omy on,their ministration: 
mercy. . For a moment let that veil be mn away. It is gone! , And 
now we pes Leta ty porifes vision of the upper world. Qn. every. si 
we clearly beh e angelic messengers—robed in a spec 
mortality—joy glowing jn their looks—love seeming their, a ss | : 
tening with all the activity of, spirits, and burning with all the benevyo- 
lence of heaven, to do good: to men. ‘There is one, beaming with a 
cherub’s brightness and a seraph’s holiness, ardently intent upon some 
unearthly commission. Let.us follow his footsteps, and observe his mo- 
tions. Rapidly he wends his way to yonder desolate and lonely cottage, 
the wretched abode of misery and sin. But what can attract,the inhab- 
itant of heavenly mansions to an abode like this?" Let us enter with him 
and see. There in yonder corner, upon a few: coarse, straws, lies a poor 
victim of wretchedness and guilt—whose days have been spent ip reck- 
less depravity and crime—an outcast alike from .earth and from heaven. 
Disease has. seized upon his vitals, and his whole frame is racked with 
agony, while no oné is near to sooth his, sufferings or minister to his 
wants. But why that expression on his countenanee, of heart-felt de- 
spairing anguish—mingled now with doubt—and now with rising sorrow? 
Is it from bodily pain? No, he is. thinking of hes soul! ‘The Holy 
Spirit hasmoved upon his heart. His sins have been set in array before 
him. He is looking upon Jesus, whom. his iniquities. have. pierced. 
“ Salvation,” he asks, “ can it come to one. so, vile, so. guilty, as, J am? 
But I will renounce my sins. _ I will cast. myself at the foot of the enoss, 
and if I perish, I will perish, there.” . In despair of al) other help,,be dogs 
it ; and at once, his burden is gone! ,. Now, in an; instant, tears of mingled 
penitence and love from his eyes—joy spreads through his. 
his fears are gone—his Saviour ishis all! He is an humble penitent—A 
CONVERTED MAN! But where is that ange spirit- with whom we. en- 
tered this abode of misery—this very gate of, heaven to,yonder sufferer’s 
immortal spirit? Speedily has he winged his way.to his native skies, 
there to publish the. conversion of this. new. born-soul.. And. as he an- 
nounces the tidings, there. is, fresh joy. among. fra angnis of God, over 
another sinner that hath repented. Fresh anthems, i geaen hares with 
unearthly melody and sweetness from all the choirs) of the, redeemed ; 
and the noble band before the throne, wake their golden, harps, to still 
loftier strains, while with, all the. ecstasy of heavenly worship, they Shou 
that song which is the climax even of heaven’s adoration,..“ Worthy, 
worthy, is the Lamb that was slain!”. It:is enongh—-enough-—yon need 
no other evidence, that angels. correctly estimate the value. of the, soul ! 
4. ,We:shall summon but. one more. class of witnesses .to testify to the 
value of the soul—and. these are men,... And the first that shall be called 
to the stand is, : aig eo, 
The habitually careless sinner... We put. him,under oath, as.in.. the 
\presence of God, to tell us, the plain and simple truth, and we.ask him 
if, in the estimation. of his conscience and his sober.j t; his soul 
is not of, infinitely. more value than all. things. beside ?,; answets..in 
the affirmative. .We ask him again, if, while he neglects the salvation 
of his soul, or defers it to some future season, he does not feel. guilty and 
self-condemned for his presumptuous, conduct? Again. he frankly 


tf 





A 


6 . THE NATIONAt.PREACHER. (Jung, 


-apswers in the a, ive. It is enough—his testimony is to the point— 
it is clear—it is decisive. We call up another : ' , 
“© The. sinner under conviction!” Anxiety is on ‘his countenance, and - 
* paleness sits upon his ‘brow, and the/tear trembles in his eye as hé ap- 
proaches. ‘Tell us, fellow-mortal, what do you think«is the value of the 
* soul? “Oh! I would'give thousands of worlds for an»interest in the 
. great salvation—thousands-of worlds, forthe assurance that my sins 
ere pardoned—that my soul were safe for eternity!” It is enough— 
tat him retire to bewail his sins before God, while we summon another 
to come before us. To come to us, did I say? No—we must go fo 
him—it is 
. The Sinner in . ing # eof and we must take his deposition from 
ips quivering in death. ‘Tell us, departing’spirit, gasping on the ve 
oF eternity tell us.the value of the fmmortal mek “ Sval—immortal 
soul, did you say? Ah! J have sinned away my day of grace—God is 
my enemy—mzy soul is lost !—lost forever. Oh! the insufferable pangs 
of endless death!” A single stifled groan, and allsis over, and his spirit 
has gone to the fearful retributions of eternity! Well—follow that 
departing spirit, down to perdition, and call up from that dark abode, 
, witness: . 
- The. sinner in‘hell. Long has he been drinking in the dregs of 
righteous wrath—suffering the just punishment of his sins, and his 
* aspect is that of a being who is “worn and wasted with enormous wo.” 
him ae is the value of the soul?’ But ot you or = 
is lifting‘tp his eyes in torment, and crying to Abraham who is afar off, 
to have mercy on him, and to send lanious that he may dip thé tip of 
his r in water, and cool his tongue from the torments of the flame. 
_Well—speak to him again—again ask him the value of the~soul. He 
ae out in bitter anguish, “Who can dwell with devouring fire ?— 
can inhabit everlasting burnings? Oh! the gnawings of the un- 
dying worm !—Oh ! the horrors of the second death! Are they forever ?” 
And the dark caverns of despair, in prophetic accents, echo back, 
“porever.” You have héard enough to know his opinion of the worth 
éf his soul, whith he now feels has been self-destroyed, and that eter- 
hally. Let us summon another witness: — 

Phe humble Christian. He replies to your inquiry, that the value of 
the soul is infinite; and that forthe whole material universe he would 
not relinquish the hope; that his own soul will be sdved. Listen also to 
the testimony of another : 

The dying saint. There he lies upon the bed of death—but death 
to him is stripped of its terrors and deprived of its sting, “The world 
is ing from his view, and eternity is rapidly drawing near.’ But he has 
no fears for the future, for his spirit is filled with joy which is unspeak- 
able and full of glory. In the sentiment of the dying Payson, the 
celestial city is full in his view—its vivid glories beam upon his enrap- 
tured vision—its breezes fan his feverish cheek—its odours are: wafted 
around him—its ravishing sounds strike upon his ears—its blessed spirit 
breathes through his heart. He is almost impatient to be'gone. His 
soul is “ striving with an angel’s ae J and “ with an angel’s felis 
too, to break through the clay walls of its prison-house, and rise to the 
blessedness of the just made perfect. But he stays this side of eternity 
a ligtle longer. Draw nearer then, in stillness, and ask him, now on the 
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very verge of heaven, what is his estimate of the value of the soul. 
Though his voice may be silent, the joy that beams in his countenance and 
the ecstasy that thrills his spirit, speak in unearthly eloquence of its 


infinite importance. Your question is more than‘answered. One more ~ 


witness, and our evidence is closed. We call for the testimony of 


* The saint in heaven. Go to yonder redeemed spirit before the throne, ; 


who, from the exhaustless fountain, is drinking in his full of transport,- 
and knowledge, and holiness. Bid him descend from that world of 
glory, and come before us, and testify to the value of the human. soul. 
True, he might feel reluctant to leave that blessed abode, for these dark 
regions of sin and wo. But bid him put off his robes of light, and lay 
aside his crown of glory, and hang his harp upon,the willows of heaven, 
and come and inform us what is the value of the soul. He tells us that 
- we can never fully estimate it, till we reach the world of spirits—till we 
calculate it in the arithmetic of heaven or of hell. But with deep so- 
lemnity and earnestness he reiterates the language of the blessed Saviour, 
“ What shall it profit man if he shall gain the whole world and lose 
his own soul ; or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” And 
again he tells us, “ That the redemption of the soul is precious, and it 


ceaseth forever.” And scarcely have the last accents of the declardtiog 


fallen from his lips, when he wings his joyful flight back again to heaven 
—his blessed, his endless home. 


Such are the witnesses, whose testimony to the value of the soul, is - — 


briefly but candidly before you. As witnesses, they are competent— 
they are credible. Cross-examine them as you will, and their ¥estimony 
is still the same. They are self-consistent, and mutually harm@nious ; 
and they unanimously agree, that “ the redemption of the soul is precious,” 
that its salvation is of infinite moment. This leads us to 

If. The second general truth included in the words that have been 
quoted, viz.: THAT IN THE EXISTENCE OF EVERY IMPENITENT, PER- 
SON, THERE IS A PERIOD, BEYOND WHICH, THERE IS NO HOPE OF HI# 
SOUL’s SALVATION. “Jt ceaseth forever.” And, 


1. All hope of its salvation ceases at death. If it be unconverted 


then, it never can be converted ; if without salvation then, it is unsa 
forever. As the tree falls, so it lies; and as death leaves the so 
judgment and eternity find it. Again, ‘ 

2. When the unpardonable sin has been committed by any individtal, 
there is no further hope of his salvation. I stop not to inquire as to the’ 
nature of that sin, or the reason why forgiveness is denied to it. It is 
sufficient for our warning, that after its commission, there is no further 
hope for the goul. 

3. The is true of the period when the Holy Spirit ceases to strive 
with the heart. When his blessed influence is withdrawn, hope sets to 
rise no more; and though the individual may not know it, yet from that 
moment the gates of heaven are shut against his soul, and he is given 
over to hardness of heart, and blindness of mind, to treasure up to hi 
self wrath against the day of wrath. These are some of the periods in 
the existence of the impenitent, beyond which there is no hope of their 
salvation—beyond which, they might well take up the lamentation 


“ The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and our souls are not gathered ; 
. ? 


into the garner of heaven !” 
Two remarks and I have done. And, 


‘ 


? 
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‘1. If the soul be of unspeakable value, and if it be constantly in 
danger of passing the limits of salvation, then this subject calls upon 
; RIsTIANs to make far greater efforts than they are making, for the 
 yrewcan of their fellow-men. In God’s kingdom of grace no results 
brayght about, except through the intervention of means. And you, 
‘pRorsssING CHRISTIANS, are the co-workers, through whose active co- 
operation, (not mere passive instrumentality,) he designs to accomplish 
his purposes of grace towards the impenitent. And yet what numbers of 
unconverted persons are there, in your neighbourhood, in your congre- 
gation, yes, in your very families, for the salvation of whose souls you 
are doing little or nothing; and who, if they are lost forever, next to 
their own guilty negligence, may well charge their ruin upon you, and 
leave the blood of their souls upon your heads! I know that some of 
ou may hear this appeal, as though it were a mere matter of course, 
instead of regarding it as an intended exhortation—as a pointed and 
solemn warning. Many of you, I fear, will tacitly admit the truth of the 
charge, while you make no resolutions of amendment—while you even 
think with yourselves, that for the future you will continue to go on just 
ut as you hitherto have done. If you do, it will but add another to 
many existing and fearful evidences of the ease of self-deception. 
Yes, it is a mournful truth, and I write it with sorrow, that probably 
many in allour churches are self-deceived—that probably many who 
profess the name of Christ, are passing to the judgment-seat, with no 
other hopg than that of the hypocrite, which shall perish like the spider’s 
web, when God shall take away the soul. They utterly disregard the 
mendous responsibilities which they have taken upon themselves by 
a profession of religion. Their lives furnish no satisfying evidence of 
nuine conversion—of sincere piety. They evince not the slightest 
regard for the souls of others. They are so absorbed -with the world, 
that they would scarcely know they had souls of their own, were they 
not reminded of the fact by their occasional visits to the sanctuary. 
They are in awful danger of being cursed on earth for their unfaithfulness, 
and of receiving their endless portion hereafter, with hypocrites and 
unbelievers, amid the blackness of darkness forever! Proressine 
CurisTIans, let each one of us ask, in the spirit of deep humility, and of 
faithful self-examination, “ Lord,,is it I?” By my care for my own 
soul, and for the souls of others, do I satisfy my own conscience—do I 
give evidence to all around me, that I am indeed a child of God? O that 
every professing Christian had far more of what Shaftesbury sneeringly 
calls, “ the heroic passion for saving souls !”—that thus they might be 
more useful to others, and gain clearer evidence of their*own title to 
heaven. Finally, 

2. If the soul be of unspeakable value, and if there be a period, beyond 
which, there is-‘no hope of its redemption, then the IMPENITENT are 
warned by this subject to attend instantly to the salvatian of their souls. 
There is a period, as we have seen, beyond which all efforts for the soul 
are vain and fruitless. F'eLLow-sINNER, it is possible—yes, itis more 
than possible, cet ag may have reached that limit—it is more than 
possible, that already you may have sinned away your day of grace— 


that you may have passed the utmost boundary of all well-founded’hope . 
of heaven. I say not that this is the fact, but that your stupid apathy, 
and strange indifference to your immortal interests, afford no small reason 
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for thinking that it may be the case ; still, there is a possibility that You 
may yet be saved. And even the possibility of saving your soul, 'should 
rouse you to instant and mighty effort. Yonder isa nobleship—plough- . 
ing the billows, under full spread sails. A mariner, unobserved, is 

from her deck into the wide waste of waters. He knows thet he ® 
unseen ; but still he struggles for his existence. The ship on— 
gradually, but rapidly, it recedes from his sight-—the last bit of its canvass 
is dimly seen in the distance—it is gone! Does yonder drowning man 
relinquish his efforts, or give way to despair? Ono! As the ship fades 
from his view, and the last ray of hope is quenched in the clouds of 
gathering death, he struggles on, and struggles on, with all the energy 
of a dying man, till, from mere exhaustion, he sinks, to rise no more ! 
Before that poor mariner, there was no prospect of rescue—no p 

of life—and yet he struggled on to the last, from the very instinct of his 
nature. Mariner for eternity! there is yet a possibility that you may 
be saved! The grave has not yet closed over you—you are yet in a 
state of probation—you are yet out of hell! Rouse then, to the effort, 
all the energies of your nature ; agonize for your immortal existence— 
for your never-dying soul, if perchance it may yet be saved ! * ieee 
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By Rev. EDWIN HOLT, Cuarteston, Soutn CaRo.ina. 





UNION OF CHRISTIANS ESSENTIAL TO THE 
: WORLD’S, CONVERSION. 


Joun xvii. 21. That they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, 
and I in thee, that they also may be one in us ; that the WoRLD MAY 
BELIEVE that thou hast sent me. 


Tue following statement was made by the late Ropert Haut, not 
many years since :—“ Christian Societies, regarding each other with the 
jealousies of rival empires, each aiming to raise itself on the ruins of 
all others, and scarcely deigning to acknowledge the possibility of obtain- 
ing salvation out of their pale, is the odious and Sienuting spectacle 
which modern Christianity presents.” 

So true is it, unhappily, that the followers of Christ are not “one.” 
But is the idea of their cordial union entirely extravagant? Is it weak- 
ness and folly to suppose that Christians may be one? Is such a sug- 
gestion too absurd to come from any but fond and simple schemers, 
whose goodness of intention is allowed to apologize for the shallowness 
of their views ? 

The Redeemer did not deem union of some kind among his followers 
ridiculous or unattainable. He actually prayed that his disciples, then 
living, and all who should believe on him, “ through their word, might 


be one.” 
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To what extent, then, may Christians, in accordance with this prayer, 
be united? May the denominational barriers, which now fence off the 
sacramental host into various sections, be taken down? It is perhaps 
unreasonable to expect, or rather, it requires strong faith to believe, that 
ll these barriers can soon be laid aside, even though it was the Saviour’s 
prayer that his followers might be entirely one. 

But if we may not hope that the various sects of Christendom will be 
soon merged into one body, may they not become “one” to a much 
greater extent than they now are? And if the conversion of the world 
to Christianity is to follow the union of Christians, and is to be a result 
of their oneness, as the prayer of the Redeemer would lead us to expect, 
the subject, surely, may well deserve the attention of His friends. 

If the various sects were like, what they have been fondly said to re- 

semble, the co-operating sections of a complete army, the mounted and 
unmounted men, the light and heavy armed regiments; the various 
divisions that retain their own distinguishing flags, while they march 
under the same national banner; each promoting the objects of the 
campaign, in perfect concurrence with the others: if this scene were the 
real state of the Christian army, we might, perhaps, rejoice that the 
division of sects had taken place. Unfortunately, however, the various 
detachments of the Christian host are so intent upon sectarian aggran- 
dizement, that they do not co-operate, as sects, in any general plan to 
further the cause of Christ. The just representation of the sects of 
Christendom: would be, rather, that of various detachments of a great 
army, each bent so much upon its own enlargement as to lose sight, in 
a great measure, of the common purpose ; each prouder of the flag of its 
own division than of the common banner of the Cross; each so intent 
upon its own growth, though at the expense of the next division, as to 
have neither time nor zeal to give to the common cause ; and that, too, 
when a powerful and active foe presses, on all sides, upon the distracted 
camp. 
While we entertain such views, how can we regard the existence of 
sectarian establishments as a blessing to the cause of Christ? A blessing 
they may prove to that cause, but it will be only as pestilence and war 
prove beneficial to the world. 

Two leading inquiries are s ted by the text: I. To what extent 
may Christians “be one?” II. How will their union advance the con- 
version of the world ? 

The first inquiry is, To what extent may Christians “be one ?” 

1. They may “be one” in devotion to a common interest. 

The mariner is known from the landsman by his devotion to the sea ; 
the soldier from the common citizen by devotion to military life ; the 
scholar from the unlettered man by devotion to books, and the Christian 
from the worldling by devotion to the cause of Christ. Cordial interest 
in the advancement of the Redeemer’s cause is essential to Christian 
character. Devotion to this object may be a harmonizing characteristic 
of Christians. Indeed union in this respect is essentially required by 
the very nature of Christianity. Her banner is the same in every quar- 
ter of the globe, and in every detachment of her forces. Her designs 
and purposes never vary. Devotion to her interests, then, may be a 
cegpapgn and uniform feature in her followers. How widely soever they 
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differ in age, taste, location, and secular pursuits, they may be alike in 
devotedness to the same great cause—the cause of Chri 

In the varying constituents of a ray of light, the different colors har- 
monize perfectly. Their differences are maintained in such subordina- 
tion to the general object, that the diversity of hues is not known until 
the aid of an optical instrument is procured. May not Christians become 
so united in devotion to a great common interest, that the existence of 
any diversities would not be detected without scrutinizing search? . 
Their oneness of aim in advancing the common cause may, surely, be 
So obvious as to throw entirely into the shade the diversities that now 
stand out with so much prominence. 

Christians may become “one,” under the influence of devotion to a 
common interest, just as patriots, who differ in all the circumstances of 
life, are formed into a predominating oneness of character by engaging 
upon the same battle-field, from attachment to the same country. 

‘to support a common cause, they cannot listen to the weak jealousies of 
the evil-minded. They are one in heart, for they jeopard life and con- 
secrate their blood for the same country. Christians, surely, may be 
thus united by devotion to the Redeemer’s cause. They may thus be 
“ one.” : 

A ruling passion, like the devotedness of the Christian, pure and 
ennobling, has no disuniting tendency. Whatever it is that separates 
the Redeemer’s friends into various sects, we may be sure it is not devo- 
tion to His service. This only binds together congenial spirits. Indeed, 
it is matter of astonishment that hearts, professedly swayed by supreme 
love to the Saviour, have ever indulged towards each other a si 
prejudice. Surely, it must be only when this principle is weak and 
fective, that jealousies can disunite the friends of Christ. 

Devotedness to the common Saviour may gain such an ascendency in 
the hearts of Christians, as utterly to subdue all those unworthy influ- 
ences, that lead to rivalry and discord. It may fill the soul with its 
hallowed influences, and may pour into the stream of life such a current 
of holy energy, as will bear down in its resistless course every rising 
jealousy, every selfish scheme, niger Saran spe suggestion. 

2. Christians may “be one” in affection to each other and to the gen- 
eral church. 

If the separating walls of denominational peculiarities must continue, 
‘cordial fellowship may still cement the hearts of Christians. Different 
sects may “ love one another with a pure heart, fervently.” The calam- 
ities of one may be deplored as the calamities of all; the success of one 
may be welcomed as the success of all; the assailants of one may be — 
treated as the assailants of all. Such may be the degree of sacred fel- 
jowship, that when one member of the general body suffers, all the 
members will suffer with it. All Christians may regard each other as 
members of the same holy brotherhood, “ endeavouring to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” They may “be like-minded one 
toward another according to Christ Jesus.” They may “ with one mind 
and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
They may “all speak the same thing,” “be perfectly joined together in 
the same mind and in the same yecpment. “Having compassion one 
of another,” they may “love as brethren.” Thus may they have true 
“fellowship, one with another,” as well as with Christ. 
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”' 3. Christians may “be one” in their efforts for the conversion of men. 
Their exertions may be directed, as we have seen, to the same end, 
the advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom. To this object may their 
éxettions be directed in common modes of bperation. If the hand cannot 
tm the duties of the foot, it may yet perform its own functions in 
harmony with the foot. Every member of the Christian body may be 
employed in its sphere ; and the united exertions of all may be made to 
bear Nery great power tipon the general advancement of religion in the 
* world. 

They may be so intent upon this gteat object, that they cannot fall out 
by the way in their modes of operation: ‘They may labour without rivalry, 
‘without wasting in discussion the time that should be spent in action, 
without expending on each other the energies that are needed for con- 
flict with the world and the common enemy. Solemnly impressed with 
‘the nearness and the awfulness of eternity, animated by the glories in 
prospect, burning with zeal for God, they may co-operate, side by side, 
in the noble work, each willing to be the servant of all, each ready to 
emulate, admire, and rejoice in the well-doing of all. Thus united, the 
church may look forth, “fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible 
as an army with banners.” 

"Did not the Redeemer believe that his followers might work together 

‘in his service? Did the union, for which he prayed, contemplate no 

concert of action? Was it to be union in principle, but not in exertion ? 

Was it to be union that could consist with contentious struggles for sec- 

tarian objects? =~ ' 

May’ not Christians, then, be one, so far us to co-operate in plans of 
Yeligious enterprise? and may not modes of operation be adopted with 

special reference'to this point? Did ‘the Redeemer ever suppose that 

‘plans of action, intended to secure the cordial union of all who love 

Him, were impracticable? 

4. Christians may “ be one” in prayer. 

"The petition, “ Thy kingdom come,” may, without 2a dissenting feel- 

itig, go tip in one harmottious aspiration from the whole church. Upon 

all the efforts to distribute the ‘word of God, upon the labours: of all 

missionaries of the cross, the blessitig of heaven may be implored by the 

whole body of Christians. The evils that afflict or impede the cause of 
Christ, the want of labourers in the vineyard, the mighty obstacles that 

oppose the progress of truth, may be'urged with one voice, ‘before the 

throne of ‘infinite grace and power. ' Christiaris may ‘thus exert the om- 

‘nipotence of united prayer. ae 

If the friends of the Redeemer may not be united in the forementioned 

particulars, how’ ean they “be one” in any sense’? And ‘if, in these 
“respects, they ‘were cordially united, minute differences of doctrine and 
of organization, conscientiously maintained by various sects, would not 
destroy the peace of the church at large ; the evils of sectarianism would 
“aetuall cease. ' : 

- We are next to show how’ such union may commend and rapidly 


advance the catse of true religion. 

‘’ ‘. ‘When Christians are thus one; they will waste no portion of their 
efforts on each other. Then, if denominational differences must: con- 
tinue, they will not be suffered to diminish the general amount of Chris- 
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tian effort, any more than innocent. and. salutary recreation will really 
diminish the common and useful labours of busy life. citofdsbn 
Look at the amount of energy that.is now expended for mere sectarian 
Enunierate.the plans that are formed, the sermons that ;axe 
preached, the books that are printed, the sums that: are given, the: churches 
that are built for such purposes... Compute the vastamountof effort that , 
is thus put forth, not in promoting the common cause, but in pexpetuating, 
separation, weakness, and strife among, those, who by, their religion | are’ 
bound to be one, and for whose union the Redeemer has fervently prayed, , 
Is it not desirable that this mighty aggregate of wasted resources should, 
all be consecrated to the cause of Christ—should all bear directly, upom 
the advancement of Christianity ? isis 16 saieril Jiiwes sisi 
Some of the best talents in the church have been employed in, almost 
every age, in the, discussion: of the merely denominational. differences 


which exist among evangelical Christians. Undoubtedly, this. ae rn 
ment of the energies of good men has in some instances subserved | the 
cause of truth. "Bat when we’ reflect upon the: vast..amount of talent 
and of zeal that have: heen thus expended, and. especially _——ra 
that many points have been fiereely and laborionsly disputed for, fifteen 
centuries ; and that they are as.unsettled. now as they have ever; been, 
may we not believe that the. benefits.of controversy, would have ibeen. a& 
least as. well secured, indirectly, if the.discrimination, the zeal, and the 
learning that have been. devoted in such great. proportions to the discus+ 
sion of controverted topics had been employed directly for the conversion 
of. men? Says one of the master. spirits. of the: age, .“.1..wonld, even 
hazard the prediction that .ere five years. have ¢lapsed, after | a. public 
union of all sincere.Christians has been effected, scarcely a doubt, will 
remain on any theological or practical question that can. be deemed at 
all important. It is, I think, a most delusive expectation, entertained, by 
some persons, that the peace of the church will he effected by the argu-- 
mentative determination of existing controversies... Is it not much more 
probable that a revival of fervent piety will, .if the phrase may be, used, 
fuse the church into a state of union,.and that. then the spirit.of discrim- 
ination and of sound judgment.in doubtful matters shall be conferred 
upon it 7” 
Mand if the time, talents, and treasure, that are now expended in main- 

taining with exquisite jealousy, and with warlike spirit, favourite pecu- 
liarities, were all employed in the simple exhibition of the Gospel, how 
greatly would the conversion of the world be. accelerated ! ith 

Let the friends of truth do all in their power to elucidate the truth, but 
not with unhallowed warmth, not to the neglect of direct efforts/for: the 
salvation of a ruined world. While the church is agitated and. absorbed 
with ecclesiastical disputes, the world is perishing. . While the church is 
disposed to slumber, wearied by exhausting contentions, even among her 
watchmen, an enemy is sowing; with ever wakeful activity, the seeds of 
sin and death, over that broad field which the church has been solemnly 
commanded to cultivate. Ifyou have succeeded in bringing to the shone 
a few of the unfortunate men, whose ship is sinking, is\it better to. spend 
time in fixing their future habitations than to seize the present. moment 
for snatching others from death ? jit Vinca 

2. When Christians become “one,” their efforts to extend the influence 
of the Gospel over the world, besides being more direct to thein object, 
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will be of a purer character—unmixed with jealousy, envy, or other evil 
ons. 
Can the efforts of a contending church, to convert the world, be pure in 
God’s sight, and thus have his blessing? At present, her efforts are most 
sadly embarrassed, and her treasures unnecessarily expended, from the 
}want of mutual confidence. Different organizatidns are now established, 
side by side, professedly to promote the same object. Yet they act with 
‘es little counsel and.co-operation as if one had for its object the destruc- 
tion, another the advancement, of the cause. Missionaries from the 
same country are sent to the same field by different boards. T'wo ex- 
Ploring agents, without any concert, or design of concert, have recently 
i sent from this country to Persia, on the same errand, by boards of 
p+ on f denominations. Entirely se re _—— seminaries are 
e are establis or the preparation of tracts 
and reli teas Matter fies jealousy that the pee or life would be ru- 
ined by the co-operation of its friends. Even Bibles, as well as other 
books, of acknowledged excellence, have begun to be suspected, unless 
the title- avers that they have been printed with sectarian types and 
have been bound by favourite hands. In | village several churches 
must be erected and several ministers employed—when a single buildin 


and a single minister would be sufficient, if no sectarianism existed—an 
thus men of God, who might evangelize the heathen, are retained where 
pg fee not needed at the bidding of. unchristian jealousy ! 

o such an extent does unhallowed strife seem to be gaining ascen- 
dency with some, that they almost overlook the great business of saving 


the world. Varying parties are so much engrossed in correcting their 
mutual errors and in considering their perhaps, trivial differences, as 
almost to forget the fatal errors of unconverted men and of dying nations. 
They are so fully occupied in mutual acts of hostility, and in mutual 
self-defence, as to resemble the jarring host that was besieged in Jerusa- 
Jem, just before its final destruction—with this exception, that even the 
presence of the overpowering enemies of the church does not drive to 
miere occasional union the conflicting forces of our Zion. We dwell on 
our own varying and favourite interests, forgetful of a perishing world ! 
O, how can the nations ever learn that the Son of God came from heaven 
to save guilty man, while jealousies thus rankle in the bosom of the 
church! But let Christians become “one,” and their efforts to save the 
world, besides being thus concentrated upon one point, will gain immense 
efficiency from the absence of all those jealousies which now distract and 
enfeeble their plans and efforts. 

3. When Christians become “one,” their prayers will be such as to 
secure the blessing of Almighty God, to an extent which it is now un- 
reasonable to expect. 

Once the Christian church were “of one accord.” It was when the 
-one hundred and twenty disciples at Jerusalem “continued instant in 
“prayer.” There were no jealousies among these primitive believers. 

Ri and poor, old and young, male and female, learned and unlearned— 
they were all “of one accord”—“ of one mind.” No jarring note disturb- 
ed the harmony of their aspirations. No desire of individual aggrandize- 
ment intruded upon their worship; no strife for pre-eminence, no private 
partialities, no disgust towards one another, no envying, no alienation, 
quenched the spirit of prayer. In a short time the result was gloriously 
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manifest. 'The speedy conversion of three thousand, illustrated the im- 

mense power of united prayer. 
Why are not similar displays of Divine grace witnessed now? Is it 

not because the same united, peaserering prayer is not now offered ? 
Look at the demeanor of different classes of Christians towards each 


- other—their distrust, their jealousies, their collisions. Observe how they 
, watch for the halting of each other; observe the acrimony that charac- 


terizes their discussions. Notice the mi with which: varying parties, 
even of the same denomination, contend for their respective views. Look 
over the whole church, and mark the diversities of sentiment’ and of 
practice, that prove the sources of sad irritation within the pale of every 
sect. Is it wonderful that prayer, ascending from such divided and 
conflicting hearts, is not heard? Indeed, how can the prayers of discord- 
ant petitioners be granted, without making the request of one neutralize 
and counteract that of the other ? 

If, when divided by alienations and rivalries, the friends of Christ pray 
for the blessing of God upon their efforts.to convert the world, isitat 
strange that the petition is unheeded? “Iffwo of you,” said the Redeemer, 
“shall agree on earth, as touching anything they shall ask, jt shall be 
done for them of my Father which is in. heaven.” And if all that love the 
Lord Jesus Christ should agree in offermg earnest petitions for the con- 
version of men, how speedily would the promised submission of,the world 
to Christ fill the earth with joy, and eall forth thrilling hosannas from all 
the heavenly hosts! 

A, Let Christians be seen to “be one,” and the example of their mu- 
tual attachment and harmonious co-operation will prove. a powerful 
means of advancing the Redeemer’s cause. 

At present, the consequences of want of concert in the missionary 
efforts of various classes of Christians are not seriously felt. The evils 
resulting from this source, however, are beginning to show themselves. 
And should the attention of the heathen be generally awakened, they 
would notice, with perfect amazement, the present want of harmony 
among the disciples of the Redeemer. How could this discovery fail to. 
degrade Christianity in their estimation, and to-call forth prejudice and 
contempt? If missions could survive such a disclosure, in the eyes of 
the heathen, of what we all know to be true, still they could be expected 
only to spread farther and wider in the world the same unhallowed 
divisions. They would everywhere sow tares with the wheat. 

Let the missionaries of various denominations, now in India,. be as 
successful as the single-hearted Swartz was. Let them succeed in over- 
throwing idolatry in one of the principal cities of India.. Let them 
proceed then to erect Christian institutions upon the ruins of paganism. 
Each will naturally wish to establish his own sectarian form:of Christian- 
ity. The Wesleyan will erect his chapels, and invite the converted 


i Hindoos to adopt Wesleyan Christianity. The representative of the 


Church of England will plead for the liturgy and the rites to which he 
is himself attached. The Congregational or Presbyterian missionary 
will condemn both the measures of Methodism and the forms of Epis- . 
copacy. “Mine,” he will affirm, “is the more correct pattern of primi- 
tive Christianity.” “No,” says the zealous Baptist, “these worthy 
brethren are all wrong—at least on one point. You must enter our 
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church, you must be re-baptized, you must confine yourselves to our 
communion.” 

Sectarian establishments would thus cover, the land, reclaimed from 
paganism, with the same noxious growth of jealousies and contentions 
that burden our own soil. Is it desirable to extend thus the evils of 
sectarianism over the world? ‘Will the great Head of the church tol- 
erate and ‘favour the diffusion of a divided Christianity? Will ‘he suffer 
the seeds of perpetual Uiscord‘to be thus mingled with the forming ele- 
ments of the gospel in every land? Is not the diffusion of sectarianism 


_ to be deprecated? Will it not retard instead of hastening the triumph 


of Christ’s cause? Must not Christians then become “one,” before the 
signal favour of Heaven will crown their efforts ? 

The prejudicial influence of the example of disunion among Chris- 
tians is clearly seen in:its effects upon the minds of the unconverted at 
home. These, as well as the distant heathen, need conversion. “Their 
conversion, however, is hindered, perhaps, more by the inconsistencies 
and discords of Christians, than by all other. causes. Their taunting 
plea is, “When Christians shall be agreed among themselves what 
Christianity is, we will give it a hearing.” Christ is thus ‘terribly 
wounded in the house of his friends. 

If it be replied, that there is substantial agreement among Christians, 
and that they disagree only on minor points, the statement calls forth the 
prompt demand, “ Why then do you dispute upon points confessedly un- 
essential with acrimonious feeling and vindictive warmth, and keep up, 
for ages, the unhallowed warfare? How can such discord consist witl 
the avowed belief of the infinite importance of Christianity?” This 
reasoning of sinners proves, in too many instances, an impenetrable 
shield against the force of truth, entreaty, and remonstrance. It is a 
shelter under which multitudes remain unalarmed. But let Christians 
become “one;” and'they remove ‘from the impenitent this shield—they 
drive them from this shelter-which only threatens their ruim. Let dis- 
cord among Christians cease, and-their bright example would act with 
resistless influence upon all around. It would give new energy to their 
appeals, new lustre to their lives, new success to all'their efforts. It would 
wrest from the caviller his favourite weapon. It would paralyze the 
energies of the scoffer. It would confound and silence the skeptic. It 
would remove the saddest perplexities of the conscientious inquirer. 

The new and glorious spectacle of a great body of believers, entireiy 
free from factions and from rivalry, imbued with the pure spirit of their 
Lord, fully united in heart and-in effort, concentrating with unbroken 
harmony all their ‘benevolent exertions, maintaining thus their true 
character, as the light of the world—such a scene would prove the 
most forcible and successful inculcation of the gospel ever witnessed. It 
would at once multiply a thousand fold the efficiency and suceess of all 
Christian efforts. 

A gentleman in South Carolina, who resides in a-district where: seve- 
ral evangelical sects maintain each its ——_ worship, desired to pro- 
fess religion. He loved the Saviour; and he enjoyed the confidence of 
Christians of different denominations. But he did not dare to make a 
public profession of his faith, Why! Because he feared the reproach 

of ‘the world? Not at all. This he did not fear; nor could he meet 
with this difficulty in his circumstances; for the chief influence of the 
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neighbourhood was on the side of religion. Why then was he afraid ? 
Because he must incur the displeasure of his neighbours of different 
denominations as soon as he should identify himself with any particular 
church. As a non-professor, he enjoyed the Christian confidence of all, 
and mingled with them freely in the: courtesies of social) life If con- 
nected with any one sect, he knew well, that he was instantly dissevered 
from the friendly regards—not of men of the world—but of yma] 
Christians, and men too, of other sects. He must not prof Christ 
in one church, lest he should draw upon himself the uncharitableness, 
the suspicions, and the censures of other churches!' The dilemma ‘in 
which he was placed, was a trying one. Conscience urged him, a man 
of peace, to confess his Saviour before men ; but to do this, in his situa- 
tion, was to embroil himself with professed Christians, who were not 
charitable enough to love one another! And is it come to this! Must good’ 
men be nailed and .kept back from the communion of Christians,-not’ 
by the frowns of the world, but by the animosities of the church ? 

Let Christians be one, and the best efforts will be made, and made in 
the best manner, for the conversion of the world. The numberof devoted. 
missionaries will be multiplied. The hackneyed. plea that much is to 
be done at home, will not then check the missionary enterprise. The 
union of Christians will do more to convert men at home, than all the 
heralds of salvation, who are labouring among the Heathen could do, if 
they had devoted their lives to this object. And the attention of the- 
churches and their prayers would then be given in undiverted fulness to: - 
the work of saving the unevangelized. world. The church would have 
but little to do besides converting the Heathen. And since a purer’ 
Christianity would be diffused, and an appreving God would then smile: 
upon the efforts of his united people, the announcement would soon be- 
made from heaven, “the kingdoms of this world: are: become the king- 
dom of our Lord and of his Christ.” ’ 

Such are some of the advantages of union among-Christians. Will 
not the real friends of the Redeemer seize joyfully these advantages ? 
Magnify, to the highest degree, the benefits of sectarian estrangement, 
they dwindle into the most dwarfish insignificance when contrasted with 
the blessings lost to the Redeemer’s cause by such estrangement. Would. 
you weigh the salvation of the world against the advantages of sectari- 
anism? Will you cling to these ae questionable as they are, 
though you assume, by so doing, the fearful responsibility of deciding 
that the world shall not yet be evangelized? Union amone CHRISTIANS, 
OR THE PERPETUATION OF PAGANISM AND INFIDELITY is the alterna- 
tive that now demands the attention of the church. It was that the 
world might: know the Gospel, that the Redeemer prayed for union 
among his followers.. And does not the imperfect success of modern 
missions confirm the-representation that.Christians must be one, or the 
world will not be converted ? 

The Israelites, when ordered back to the wilderness by their offended 
Lord, would have gone forward to take possession of the promised land, 
at the margin of which they were then encamped: but the message from 
God was, “Go not up—neither fight, for 1am not among you.” So while 
the camp of the Christian Israel is torn with dissensions, of what avail 
is it to talk of going forth to eonvert the nations? Must not the God of 
Israel refuse to accompany such a camp, in such an undertaking ? 
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‘Dees he not say, plainly, by his providence, “ Go not up to convert the 
world by means of jan efforts—for I.am not — you?” Is it® 
not His first message, to do evil, learn to do well?” Put away 
the iniquity” of your disunion “fram before mine eyes.” Banish Hour 
rivalries and contentions forever. Be of one accord—of one mind. Then 
‘Shall yaeall, “and I will answer you.” Then the God of Israel shall go 
With you into-the missionary enterprise, “as a pillar of cloud by day, 
and a pillar of fire ight.” “@Qne shall then chase a thousand, and 
‘two put ten tho to flight.” Wations shall be born ina day. Then 
Shall the hastened conversion of the world call forth from every mouth, 
‘the general. acclamation, “ This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous 
in our 

I repeat it, then ;—Uniow amona.OsRisTIANS, OR THE PERPETUA- 
‘SION OF PaGANtsM AND INFIDELITY, is the alternative that now demands 
ithe attention of all Christ’s friends. ; 





